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Quickly identify common legal
risks and dangers in journalism

New Edition

The Journalist’s Legal Guide, 6th Edition

Michael G. Crawford, LL.B.

Whether you're a working journalist, editor,
blogger, producer or researcher, this
essential guide to the law affecting the
news media can help you understand your
legal rights and limits.

With a clear view of the intersection between
law and journalism, you can not only avoid or
mitigate potentially expensive legal problems,
you can also eliminate the uncertainty that
waters down or kills an important story.
Knowing your rights can boost the confidence
and quality of your storytelling.

For almost three decades, journalists, editors
and students have turned to The Journalist’s
Legal Guide for fast answers and crisp, plain-
language guidance on media law to help
them craft better stories.

This detailed and incisive handbook covers
every area of law affecting the news media,
including Charter of Rights challenges,
defamation, Internet law, confidentiality

of sources, court orders and bans, police
powers, access to information, and ethics
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GTHEDITION

Michael G. Crawford
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and the law. Noted author, journalist and
consultant Michael G. Crawford penetrates
the legalese to reveal the bottom lines of
the latest cases and legislation affecting
your rights and responsibilities.

New in this edition

* Recent landmark Supreme Court of
Canada decisions affecting the news media

* Expanded chapters on issues involving the
Internet, social media and digital reportage

* New developments in invasion of
privacy, cyberbullying and publishing
intimate images

* Latest workplace issues affecting
employee-journalists and freelancers

* Extensive updates to every chapter,
including new case law and legislation

Dozens of important decisions have affected
the scope of a reporter’s rights in the

seven years since the last edition of The
Journalist’s Legal Guide. Discover how
recent landmark cases affect your ability to
express opinion; challenge infringements on
your ability to gather and disseminate news;
protect your sources, your notes and your
confidential knowledge; and much more.

Order # 986691-63194 $125
Softcover approx. 700 pages August 2015
978-0-7798-6691-5

Find it fast

The author has completely reorganized The
Journalist’s Legal Guide, 6th Edition to get
you faster access to the information you need.

What's the cardinal test for “fair comment?”

What are your rights and responsibilities
regarding police searches - either of your own
files or during coverage of a police search?

Can you question an application made to court
to exclude the public or ban publication?

Highlighted case examples, checklists,
quick reference aids, and other user-friendly
features make this work convenient to use.

Table of Contents
The Journalist’s Legal Quiz

1. Freedom of the Press: Defining the
Public’s Right to Know
Defamation
Internet Law and Journalism
Confidentiality of News Sources
Journalists and Invasion of Privacy
Avoiding Legal Risks in
Investigative Reporting
Contempt
Publication Bans and Restraining Orders
9. Court Orders: Search Warrants,
Injunctions and Subpoenas
10. Gaining Access to Court Documents
1. Gaining Access to Public Hearings
and Meetings
12. Understanding Police Powers and Limits
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AVAILABLE RISK-FREE FOR 30 DAYS

An essential resource for working
journalists and more

Test your understanding of the law
affecting your work

The Journalist’s Legal Guide, 6th Edition 1. Anything said in open court or
is a thorough one-stop reference on media Parliament can be published or
taw fc.’r: ) ) broadcast, even if it's known to be
* Print, broadcast and web journalists

and editors false and defamatory T F
* Journalism students 2. When documents are filed by

* Media lawyers

« Public relations firms parties to a court action, can you

report on their contents before
they're submitted as evidence in
an open hearing?
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3. Under Canada’s Charter of Rights
and Freedoms, an accused’s
right to a fair trial always trumps
other rights, including freedom
of the press.
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13. Confidential Information and
National Security

14. Elections

15. Access to Public Information

16. Miscellaneous Laws

17. The Journalist as Employee
and Freelancer

18. Copyright

19. Journalistic Ethics and the Law
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