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Understand the regulatory framework taking shape 

in the U.S. to learn where the law is heading 

 

Drone Controversies: Ethical and Legal Debates Surrounding Targeted Strikes and 

Electronic Surveillance 

By Sara M. Smyth, Ph.D. 

 

Drones are winging their way from war zones and unmanned strikes against terrorists to 

everyday use in domestic law enforcement and surveillance; recreational use of federal airspace; 

and commercial delivery of packages and pizza. Meanwhile, laws everywhere struggle to keep 

pace. 

 

Now, Sara M. Smyth delivers one of the first and only examinations of both the legal and the 

ethical issues surrounding the use of drones by government, industry and individuals in the 

United States. 

 

This remarkable new book presents a vivid snapshot of American drone law and policy, 

including legislation and case law, to August 31, 2016. It opens your eyes to the current, often 

unsettled and murky, landscape – and sets out the important questions and considerations going 

forward.  

 

Grasp the challenges – and possible solutions – affecting all jurisdictions 

 

Drones have entered the mainstream.  U.S. Customs and Border Law Protection has used the 

MQ-9 Reaper for surveillance missions for 10 years.  Police departments across the nation have 

eagerly sought, and gained, approval to put drones on the force.  But only a few states have 

passed privacy laws limiting how police can use drones, and their potential for warrantless use is 

almost unlimited.  How will the law protect privacy and regulate the use of evidence acquired by 

drone surveillance? 

 



Meanwhile, companies and ordinary people may soon begin to operate drones in greater numbers 

than government.  Who should be able to use them and why?  Where?  Can you hunt with them? 

Can you use them to spy on your neighbour?  Do property owners have the right to exclude them 

from hovering above their land?  What about keeping federal airspace safe for manned aircraft? 

 

All eyes are on the U.S.  As it creates appropriate national regulations, built on a robust 

framework of state and federal laws, it will provide a model for countries around the world.  

Grasp the issues lawmakers must deal with today, and understand where we're headed in the very 

near future. 
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