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[COVER] 

 

Cannabis Law 

Bruce A. MacFarlane, Q.C., Robert J. Frater, Q.C., and Croft Michaelson, Q.C. 

 

Help your clients understand the impact and the opportunities with Canada's only 

comprehensive, practical guide to this complex, emerging area of law 

 

“Cannabis Law is the first of its kind; a valuable welcome guide to a critically-important policy, 

regulatory and social change underway in this country.” 

 

From the Preface by Adam Dodek, LSM 

Dean and Full Professor 

Faculty of Law, University of Ottawa 

 

 

[INSIDE] 

 

A team of noted authorities guides you through the intricate 

and complex regulatory framework 

 

The legalization of recreational cannabis use in Canada represents unique opportunities for some 

Canadian companies.  And understanding how the law impacts their businesses positions you 

ahead of the field in this emerging area. 

 

The newly legal activity is highly regulated – both by the sprawling Cannabis Act, which 

emerged in a remarkably short period of time, and by provincial and territorial legislation, 

municipal by-laws, and measures taken by Indigenous authorities. 

 

If you find this new terrain uncertain, you're not alone. 

 

Fortunately, the three experienced Crown lawyers behind Drug Offences in Canada have now 

stepped in to guide you through the regulatory maze that is cannabis law in Canada. 

 

Introducing Cannabis Law, Canada's first and only practical guide to all aspects 

of the new Cannabis Act and regulations, plus the complementary provincial, 

territorial, municipal, and Indigenous laws and regulations. 

 

Order yours today and effectively navigate the practical challenges of commercial cannabis 

activity in Canada. 

 

You'll find 22 brief, highly readable, and provocative chapters covering 

 

 Federal regulation – Cannabis Act and regulations 



 Provincial, Municipal, Territorial and Indigenous regulation  

o provincial and territorial charts for a quick, comparative overview of legislation, 

distribution/retail, age of purchase/possession, transportation non-commercial, 

consumption, cultivation non-commercial 

 The business of cannabis – commercial law issues 

 Workplace and human rights issues 

 Medical cannabis 

 Criminal and regulatory offences  

 Penalties 

 And more 

 

You'll also find a valuable list of cannabis-related websites organized by government, medical 

cannabis and business news. 

 

[CALLOUT] 

Cannabis Law is essential reading for lawyers and businesses interested in participating in the 

emerging cannabis-related market.  Order today. 

[/CALLOUT] 

 

From the authors of Drug Offences in Canada, a leading Canadian text for 39 years 

 

Bruce A. MacFarlane, Q.C., is a member of the Manitoba and Alberta Bars. He spent his early 

years as a federal prosecutor in both provinces, appearing in all levels of courts, and rose to 

become Assistant Deputy Attorney General with responsibility for all federal prosecutions in 

Canada. In 1993 he was appointed Deputy Attorney General for Manitoba – a position he held 

for 12 years. Mr. MacFarlane left government in 2005 and was appointed to teach criminal law at 

the University of Manitoba. From 2008 until 2012 he was appointed by the United Nations as 

Amicus Curiae to assume conduct of several sensitive cases in an international criminal court in 

Europe. At present, Mr. MacFarlane provides advice to governments, law societies and private 

clients on a variety of criminal law issues, and continues to teach criminal law at the University 

of Manitoba. Throughout his career, he has published numerous scholarly writings on criminal 

law and evidentiary topics which have been cited by courts across Canada and by the highest 

courts in the U.K. and Australia. He is also a co-author of Drug Offences in Canada, Fourth 

Edition, published by Thomson Reuters. 

 

Robert J. Frater, Q.C., is Chief General Counsel with the federal Department of Justice. He is a 

member of the Ontario Bar and is a past member of the Northwest Territories and Nunavut bars. 

Mr. Frater has argued numerous high-profile cases in the Supreme Court of Canada, and has also 

appeared in appellate courts in many provinces and territories. He has lectured and written on a 

wide variety of topics, including criminal law, constitutional law and advocacy, and taught a 

Masters of Law course on prosecutorial ethics at the University of Auckland, New Zealand. He 

is also a co-author of Drug Offences in Canada, Fourth Edition, and author of Prosecutorial 

Misconduct, Second Edition, both published by Thomson Reuters. 

 

Croft Michaelson, Q.C., is Senior General Counsel with the Public Prosecution Service of 

Canada and a member of the Ontario Bar. A federal prosecutor since 1989, Mr. Michaelson has 



prosecuted numerous high-profile cases involving drug and terrorism offences at all levels of 

court, including the Supreme Court of Canada. He frequently lectures on criminal law, drug and 

terrorism prosecutions, and advocacy. He is also a co-author of Drug Offences in Canada, 

Fourth Edition, published by Thomson Reuters. 
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